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In just a couple short weeks, 
San Jose State University will be 
opening its brand new section 
of the Student Union building for 
students and faculty to enjoy.
The project was aimed to 
modernize, revitalize and create 
a more enjoyable workspace 
and social environment for the 
students on campus.
“We really listened to what 
students wanted,” said Cathy 
Busalacchi, executive director 
of the Student Union. “When 
we created this, we thought, 
this is where we want students 
to come. This is really their 
home.”
The goal was to make every-
thing more accessible to stu-
dents. Instead of having to go 
to various buildings around 
campus to get information, 
students can now ﬁ nd every-
thing in the Student Union.
“When we started this project, 
we began for a couple reasons, 
one of the major reasons from 
way back when was we had 
seismic issues in the building,” 
Busalacchi said.
They combatted that problem 
with stern attention to detail in 
the framing and structure of 
the building to help avoid fu-
ture problems.
One of the main focuses of 
the building was to ensure that 
there would be enough multi-
purpose rooms for students 
to use at their convenience for 
meetings, group projects or 
anything else they might have a 
use for.
“We never had space large 
enough as our student clubs 
and organizations were grow-
ing,” Busalacchi said. “We were 
at 50, 60 students per club and 
the only space large enough 
was th e ballroom and we kept 
hearing from students that 
there was no place for them to 
meet.”
Now the building has numer-
ous rooms large enough to 
accommodate all of these clubs 
on the top ﬂ oor.
One of the more interesting 
innovations that they created 
within the building is the ability 
to have connections around each 
ﬂ oor to rooms that compliment 
one another. Such as having 
media rooms on one side and 
down the hall is the computer 
lab or having the lounge areas 
$88 million expansion 
nearing completion
BUILDING TOWARD THE FUTURE
Third SJSU 
woman 
president
The California State Board of Trustees came to 
a decision on the selection of a new president 
for San Jose State University yesterday morning, 
and for the third time in 159 years we will have 
a woman president - Mary Papazian. 
“Well I think we should have more by now 
but Iʼm happy to be there,” Papazian said 
when she was asked how she feels about be-
ing the third woman president in SJSU history. 
“Iʼve always been a strong advocate for di-
verse leadership because it ensures that mul-
tiple voices are at the table so Iʼm really ex-
cited about it.”
The appointment of the new president will 
be eﬀ ective starting July 1. Currently, Papa-
zian is serving in New Haven as the president 
of Southern Connecticut State University. 
However, California isnʼt entirely foreign to 
Papazian, as she grew up in San Fernando Val-
ley before moving to ﬁ nish graduate school. 
“I grew up in San Fernando Valley right near 
CalState Northridge actually, I remember in 
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Most San Jose State 
University students are 
familiar with the in-
dependent and quaint 
Robertʼs Bookstore that 
has been in business 
since 1958. 
The space has been 
empty ever since until 
Sammy Gʼs, a pizzeria 
plus bar, took over the 
building this month and 
its grand opening was 
on Saturday. 
The idea of opening the 
pizzeria started with Sam 
Ghadiri, who after ﬁ nish-
ing law school, wanted 
to pursue his passion of 
food. He approached his 
fraternity brother Nick 
Adler and proposed the 
idea.
“Nick and I went to the 
same fraternity in college 
and we lived in the same 
house for three and a 
half years and stayed  as 
close friends,” Ghadiri 
said. “I approached him 
with this idea a couple of 
years ago and said I had 
an idea and a location.” 
Adler has been making 
pizzas since high school 
when he was working at 
Village Host Pizza & Grill. 
When Ghadiri showed 
Adler the location, he al-
most immediately liked it. 
“You know how Rob-
ertʼs bookstore used 
to look like, so I was a 
little hesitant to show 
Nick the location but he 
saw its potential loved 
it,” Ghadiri said. “I had a 
partner right away.”
Adler brought in Dan 
Levy, their third partner, 
about a month later. 
“Owning a restaurant 
has been a dream for 
all three of us,” Levy 
said. “We are very pas-
sionate about food, and 
weʼre very passion-
ate about making a fun 
place for students and 
other people to kind of 
get together and have 
NEW SPARTAN HEAD APPOINTED
The ﬁ rst week of the new se-
mester is always an enthralling 
and somewhat nerve-racking 
experience for new or return-
ing students. However, there 
are countless resources around 
campus whose role is to make 
the studentʼs life easier.
From Jan 27- Feb 2, three 
“ask me” tables will be around 
campus for lost or confused 
students back on campus. 
They will be located on 9th 
street, in front of Clark Hall, 
and the third will be outside of 
the Student Wellness Center.
Mariaelena Marcano, assis-
tant director for success ini-
tiatives, coordinated the “ask 
me” tables for Fall 2015 and is 
doing so again this spring. She 
helped out with this event sev-
eral times previously and has 
seen ﬁ rst-hand how beneﬁ cial 
these booths are for students. 
“If you were to sit at a table 
for an hour, Iʼm sure you would 
get several hundred students 
stop by,” Marcano said.
She admitted that many of 
the questions from students 
are logistical, such as ﬁ nding 
a class or information online, 
and added that working a ta-
ble is harder than it sounds. 
“Itʼs really nice to know that 
they (the students) know that 
this program exists, but also 
that they utilize the services 
that weʼre providing,” Marcano 
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the old days when it was San Fernando 
Valley State College,” Papazian said. “I left 
California when I ﬁ nished graduate school 
because you know, you go where the jobs are…
and that took me to the Midwest and Michigan 
for about 16 years and the next opportunity 
was on the east coast but Iʼve always hoped I 
could end my career in California.” 
 Papazian said that sheʼs had her eyes set on SJSU 
because she was aware of the possibilities and 
is honored to have been selected as president 
by the board of trustees. 
 “SJSU is a fantastic institution with amazing 
people, boundless promise and unique 
challenges,” Martin said. “You deserve and need 
a president able and ready to make a long-term 
commitment—in my estimation, of at least ﬁ ve 
to seven years.”
 Papazian said she has been following some of 
Martinʼs eﬀ orts and admires her work. 
 “Itʼs going to be great to follow Sue Martin who 
has done a wonderful job,” Papazian said. “Our 
paths crossed sort of in Michigan when were 
at the same place at the same time and so Iʼm 
familiar with her, her reputation and I just really 
appreciate the great work sheʼs done.”
 Papazian repeatedly mentioned that sheʼs 
admired Martinʼs involvement in the student 
body by being present at almost every event 
and possessing an approachable persona. 
 Creating a friendly relationship with students is 
something she has experience with. She says that 
her interaction with students in SCSU is a close 
one. She often has open forums with students 
and engages with them at a variety of venues. 
 “The real sign that Iʼve created a really deep 
relationships with the students is that they 
would be walking on the quad area right at the 
heart of our campus with earbuds on – which is 
what young people do – and they would cross 
over to say hello and they would take out their 
earbuds to talk,” Papazian said. 
 Papazian is also aware of the CFA situation 
that might aﬀ ect SJSU in the future. She said 
that sheʼs had experiences with institutions that 
have collected bargaining agreements with their 
various working groups. 
 “This is a time of stress in the higher education,” 
she said. 
 Papazian added she is going through a similar 
experience in SCSU right now as the faculty is 
union is under negotiation with their system. 
 She said that nobody ever gets everything they 
want in a negotiation and explained that is the 
nature of negotiations. 
 “I do believe however that you canʼt have a 
healthy, successful campus that serves its 
students as it needs to without a faculty that 
feels invested in it and feels respected,” Papazian 
said. 
 Papazianʼs family is excited to move to California 
because of its familiarity due to frequent visits 
in the past to see her family. They will be moving 
onto campus housing and will be living in the 
presidential residence. 
 Papazian looks forward to meeting the faculty 
members and students to work together in 
order to bring upon positive changes to SJSU, 
especially improving student success. 
 In Papazian sʼ own words, “This is going to be fun.”
Follow Vasuki Rao on Twitter @VasukiRao94 
connect to the Starbucks, so that 
way everything is easy to ﬁ nd.
Some of the more noteworthy 
additions to the existing building 
are a large Starbucks and lounge 
on the ground ﬂ oor, along with a 
Subway on the main ﬂ oor at the 
front.
 “I think itʼs nice to have another 
area for students to lounge and 
sit during their breaks,” said 
sophomore software engineering 
major, Kaanchana Allanki. 
“Especially because the current 
one is becoming more and more 
crowded.”
 Along with the new restaurants, 
they have also added a billiard 
room, with a drive-thru style 
window connected, so students 
can order drinks while enjoying 
the facility. Next to that, there is 
a gaming room, which includes 
various tables for students to 
use, as well as music pods and a 
bowling alley.
 “We want to really modernize it,” 
Busalacchi said. “We are working 
with some corporate people and a 
company out of Texas who actually 
create games and we want to work 
with them to create a true gaming 
center. Also we are hoping that by 
June or July that the bowling center 
will be operational.”
 The most striking diﬀ erence 
between this building and the 
previous one is the vast open spaces 
that they have created. It has made 
for a more social and welcoming 
environment that students can 
peruse at their leisure.
 “We are hoping to open it all in the 
next one to two weeks,” Busalacchi 
said. “We are getting close, it is just 
now putting in all the little details 
before it is ﬁ nished.”
 As we know on this campus, 
construction is never ﬁ nished. 
Once done with the Student Union, 
the construction will shift to bricks 
housing area, which will be torn 
down once CV2 is completed 
to make way for the brand new 
recreation facility.
PRESIDENT
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a wholesome entertainment time.”
 Students who live in the dorms 
usually have to walk about three-
fourth of a mile to get to the closest 
stretch of bars on East San Fernando 
St. The lack of restaurants on the 
other side of campus is what makes 
Sammy Gʼs a game changer. 
 “The way the bars and restaurants 
are laid out in San Jose is that 
thereʼs not so much on this side 
of campus,” Levy said. “On the 
west side you have all the bars and 
restaurants but we wanted a place 
closer to where students live – close 
to the fraternities, close to student 
housing.”
 The opening of a pizzeria so close 
to an established SJSU studentsʼ 
go-to pizza corner of San Carlos 
Pizza was done in the hopes that 
Sammy Gʼs pizzeria is recognized 
for its diﬀ erence and freshness in 
ingredients. 
 “Itʼs a friendly rivalry,” Levy said. 
“Weʼre focusing on fresh ingredients 
and freshly made pasta everyday 
and an assortment of beers on tap.” 
 Besides being another spot for 
students and families to hang out 
and have dinner, Sammy Gʼs has 
also provided jobs to San Jose State 
students. 
 “Weʼve already hired a couple of 
SJSU students, some of them are in 
a fraternity or sororities and weʼre 
talking to a couple of the fraternities 
to get their ﬂ ags and some of their 
paddles hanging up on the walls,” 
Levy said. 
 Akhbar and Lori Khan who live 
in Naglee Park, walking distance 
from Sammy Gʼs, attended the 
grand opening. They ordered the 
pepperoni mushroom and onion 
pizza which they enjoyed. 
 “Itʼs great,” said Khan in reference 
to the pizza she had. “The fact that 
we can watch sports is another 
huge plus because not a lot of 
places have that close to us.”
 When asked what the two must-
try items on the menu are for ﬁ rst 
timers, Ghadiri said his absolute 
favorite is the Huevos Rancheros 
Pizza, a breakfast pizza and 
recommended a Grapefruit Sculpin 
beer to compliment it. 
 “We also have a daily special that is 
$8 for a 10-inch pizza and a drink,” 
Ghadiri said. “Youʼll be able to get 
in and out of here within 10 minutes 
with a drink and a full meal.” 
 Sammy Gʼs Pizzeria is located on 
South 10th Street and is open daily 
until midnight. 
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said.
 She admitted that many of the questions from 
students are logistical, such as ﬁ nding a class 
or information online, and added that working a 
table is harder than it sounds. 
 “Itʼs really nice to know that they (the students) 
know that this program exists, but also that 
they utilize the services that weʼre providing,” 
Marcano said.
 Christy Riggins, a government administra-
tive assistant inside of the Associated Students 
building has volunteered for the “ask me“ tables 
several times.
 “It helps because I know what kinds of ques-
tions to ask and know my way around campus 
for the most part,”,  Riggins said.
 The volunteers are instructed to maintain a log 
of questions, as well as encourage people look-
ing for a map to look online at a map of the 
campus. They also hand out little perks to stu-
dents as they ﬁ nd their way around campus.
 Another site on campus that students should 
know about is the Associated Students General 
Services Center. They provide two extremely 
helpful services (among others) to students.
“This whole place will be ﬁ lled with people get-
ting their book vouchers and clipper cards”, said 
business ﬁ nance junior Deven Bernard, who 
works inside the building talking about the ﬁ rst 
week of school. 
 VTA Clipper Cards provide access on all VTA 
bus and light rail routes, and students can get 
one for free by putting in a request online as 
well as bringing their Tower I.D. to the General 
Services center.
 “The new one is good until you graduate. As 
long as you are enrolled in your classes, it will 
renew itself,” Bernard said about the clipper 
cards.
 As for the book vouchers, Bernard stated the 
center oﬀ ers an aﬀ ordable book program; a $60 
voucher for students to rent books from the 
Spartan Bookstore. They only provide about 250 
vouchers each semester.
 Students searching for other options might want 
to check the ﬁ rst ﬂ oor of the Student Union, 
where a number of Student Aﬀ airs oﬃ  ces are 
moving to or they can search the diﬀ erent divi-
sions of Student Aﬀ airs online until something 
catches interest.
HELP from page 1
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Christina, a 2015 alumni, helps Linda, an SJSU 
student, ﬁ nd new transportation routes around 
San Jose. 
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No one ever thought they would 
prefer to watch Johnny Knoxville 
over Robert De Niro but that day 
has come. 
“Dirty Grandpa” delivers nothing 
more than a sad showcasing of the 
pits of Robert De Niroʼs career as 
he clowns his way through poorly-
executed jokes, over-exaggerated 
story, chemistry-lacking castmates 
and a second tier ﬁ lm to the much 
more enjoyable “Bad Grandpa.”
Dirty Grandpa fails in itʼs attempt 
to be “The Hangover.”
Dick Kelly, embarrassingly 
portrayed by De Niro, recently lost 
his wife. During the funeral we meet 
his grandson, Jason Kelly, played by 
Zac Efron. 
Jason and his ﬁ ancé are planning 
the ﬁ nal touches for their wedding 
which will take place a week from 
the funeral. Dick then convinces 
his grandson to go on a road trip 
to Florida. Movie coincidence 
interrupts their road trip as Efron 
happens to run into an old classmate 
and miraculously, her best friend is 
attractive with a geezer fetish.
“Dirty Grandpa” follows the 
typical trope of a guy thatʼs about 
to get married even though he 
hasnʼt lived. The wiser friend, 
his raunchy grandfather, sees his 
hidden unhappiness and brings 
him on a journey to remind him of 
the person he used to be. “Dirty 
Grandpa” fails originality as much 
as it does comedy.
The ﬁ lm tries to be one of those 
movies with hilarious one-liner 
insults thrown back and forth, 
popularized by Judd Apatow. Only 
in this movie the insults are forced, 
unfunny and eyeroll-inducing. 
Occasionally, one of the characters 
exposits plot summaries through 
awkwardly phrased dialog which 
seems to serve only as trailer lines 
or to catch up the audience every so 
often as they drift in and out of sleep.
The entire movie feels like a poor-
ly-executed ﬁ rst act to a movie that 
promises to deliver but never does. 
The lack of authentic jokes seems to 
come as a result of the actors having 
absolutely no on-screen chemistry. 
The script is as though a sixteen-
year-old went through and 
sprinkled perverted jokes for the 
sake of having perverted jokes.
De Niro plays a character named 
Dick, a lame penis joke in itself; 
unfortunately his name is the most 
creative smithing of words in the 
entire script.
He phones in his clownish 
performance as he strolls through 
his scenes leaving the audience 
wondering if he even understands 
any of his jokes or just doesnʼt 
care anymore.
De Niro, award winning star 
of some of the greatest acting 
achievements in cinematic his-
tory, graced many straight to DVD 
ﬁ lm failures recently yet “Dirty 
Grandpa” is truly the lowest depth 
of his career. 
The only appeal of Efronʼs charac-
ter is his two singing scenes which 
only serve to remind the audience 
how little respect the actor has 
garnered outside of “High School 
Musical.” This movie is the latest 
piece of evidence that the Disney 
Channel musical was the height of 
his career as it continues to spiral 
downward with each new endeavor.
The forgettable supporting cast 
creates a cartoonish backdrop, but 
Aubrey Plaza manages to shine 
through with incredibly crude dia-
log and skimpy clothes as the only 
memorable part of the ﬁ lm. 
The pitfalls of this movie are far 
from a surprise as the movie was 
directed by Dan Mazer, a relative 
unknown whose claim to fame is 
as a writer/producer of Ali G ﬂ icks 
such as “Bruno” and “Borat.” His 
directorial background is noth-
ing more than a few TV movies 
and some decade old television 
shows. His lack of quality experi-
ence is perhaps to blame for the 
stale performances.
This ﬂ ick gets two stars out of 
ﬁ ve. As terrible as it was, Aubrey 
Plaza was pretty fun to watch and it 
did manage to keep attention from 
beginning to end, somehow. 
The Black List is a website which 
features a list of each yearʼs most 
well-liked but unproduced screen-
plays. “Dirty Grandpa” appeared on 
that list in 2011 along with well-
received hits “Django Unchained,” 
“The Imitation Game” and “Mag-
gie.” While ﬁ lmgoers may scratch 
their heads wondering how such an 
awful movie came from this back-
ground, they should remember that 
also on that list were movies such 
as “The Duﬀ ” and “Sex Tape.”
The movie fails on all cylinders 
and any potential viewer would 
be better oﬀ  re-watching Johnny 
Knoxville in “Bad Grandpa,” the 
best of the Grandpas.
Dirty Grandpa fell 
and didnʼt get up
Itʼs pretty easy to assume that 
most people left Panic! At The Disco 
in middle school, but it seems that 
Brendon Urie has come to change 
our minds about that.
“Death of a Bachelor” has been 
released by the notoriously emo 
band Panic! At The Disco on Jan. 
15, making this their ﬁ fth album. 
Many have been skeptical of how 
successful this album would be, 
considering only their frontman 
Brendon Urie is left from the 
original band. Also, album sales 
usually go down the more bands 
produce them because of streaming 
services like Spotify and the new 
Apple Music. 
However, this was not the truth 
for Panic!, being that their release-
week sales were higher than they 
have ever been. 
They even passed Adeleʼs “25” 
album and Justin Bieberʼs “Purpose” 
album which sold 5.8 million copies 
and 1 million copies respectively, 
according to Billboard.
With the variety on this album, 
Brendon Urie deserves the #1 
spot. The album is all over the 
place from traces of the old punk 
sounds of 2005 Panic! At The Disco 
in “Victorious,” to the croony jazz 
sounds of “Death Of A Bachelor.” 
Somehow, it all works. 
There are a few duds on the 
album, like “Impossible Year” (thatʼs 
right-- I said it). This album is a 
huge success for Panic!. 
These are just a few of the tracks 
that make the album worth buying.
 “Victorious” has an edgy sound, 
especially in the verses and the 
strange metaphors. You can hear 
the old Panic! At The Disco in “A 
Fever You Canʼt Sweat Out.” The 
song diﬀ ers from many of the 
songs because of the addition of a 
more electronic sound. 
“Hallelujah” is not the Hallelujah 
youʼd expect. Itʼs all about sinning, 
being in love, having strong sexual 
desires and an overlying theme of 
being reckless and young. This is the 
song in which Brendon Urieʼs 
voice is most deﬁ ned, with an 
orchestra in the background 
to compliment him. 
Whatʼs strange about this 
song is that parts of it sound 
like it could have been record-
ed by Gavin DeGraw, whose 
music is completely diﬀ erent 
from Panic! At The Discoʼs.
“Emperorʼs New Clothes” is 
about taking back what was 
once yours. It has a spooky 
sound to it and reminds you 
of “I Write Sins Not Tragedies” 
in the verses. The background 
voices in the hooks of the song 
also sound like they belong in 
the Haunted Mansion ride in 
Disneyland. 
As the title track of the 
album, “Death Of A Bachelor”, is all 
itʼs choked up to be and more. 
Urie ﬂ awlessly combines his crooning 
voice with a newer sound. The beat 
behind the song gives it an R&B vibe, 
but the trumpets in the background 
have a Sinatra-esque element. 
There are also weird electronic 
elements at the end, which if tried 
by anyone else may ruin the song, 
but Panic!ʼs balance of creative 
energy keeps the song at bay. 
“LA Devotee” is deﬁ nitely the most 
pop sounding song on the album. 
The orchestra compliments Urieʼs 
voice like it does in “Hallelujah.” 
Urie describes a woman he fell in 
love with who was so caught up in 
the LA lifestyle that he couldnʼt or 
wouldnʼt want to change her. 
This song displays great writing 
and the description of this L.A. 
girl is incomparable. This is where 
Urieʼs artistry comes out. 
“Golden Days” is superb and the 
ﬁ rst half of the chorus is the closest 
we get to an acoustic. 
This song is about reminiscing on 
the past and wondering about the 
future. It is the most underrated 
song on the album, mainly because 
it shows great range in Urieʼs voice.
Brendon Urie has proven that the 
golden days are not yet over for 
Panic! At The Disco and makes 
us hope they never will be. The 
album provokes many diﬀ erent 
emotions and plays with a lot of 
diﬀ erent sounds. Itʼs outside the 
box, but itʼs brilliant. I deﬁ nitely 
suggest that you go purchase the 
album from iTunes, and if not, 
give it a listen on Spotify.
“Death of a Bachelor” birth of Uriesʼ career
By Melissa Hartman
Staff Writer
By Kato Guzman
Staff Writer
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They meet in the 
middle
DOWN
 ́ Current units
 ́ Dress in India
 ́ Movie sets
 ́  It’s low for great  
pitchers
 ́ City trashed by 
Godzilla
 ́ Beer maker
 ́ Young woman in 
Scotland
 ́  “___ not my fault!”
 ́  Secretive call for  
attention
Like some bad 
photos
 “American Idol” 
contestant Clay
Cubic meter
Exxon  
competitor
Bird’s home
 Trailer hauler
Bangalore bigwig
Bribes
 International mon-
ey
 Leading man in 
the theater?
Large  
primate
Carp
 33 Land  
measurement
Downtrodden
Judge to be
Some architectural 
wings
 Member of a 
horde
Stick in a Road 
Runner cartoon
Baseball feature
Warehouse boxes
From way back 
when
Dryer debris
 Satiric  
comedy
Bake-off applianc-
es
Diesel’s invention
Canned meat 
brand
Drops the curtain 
on
Arthroscopy site
Gilpin of TV’s 
“Frasier”
Tibetan cryptid
 Invoice word
Eggs in  
bio labs
2 Thursday, January 28, 2016
Thursday, January 28, 2016 
After watching the ﬁ lm for a fourth 
time, it still does not seem to shed 
any mark of weakness. Everytime I 
sit down and see the crawl text itʼs 
as if I am watching the ﬁ lm for the 
ﬁ rst time, which leads me to say 
that Star Wars is indeed back. 
From Han Solo ﬁ nally reuniting 
with his famous spaceship that 
made the kessel run in 12 parsecs, 
the Millennium Falcon, to the new 
characters stealing the hearts of all 
Star Wars fanatics, the ﬁ lm brings 
us back into the world of the light 
and the dark side. 
Since this is a spoilers review, I 
will just come out and say it; Kylo 
Ren (Adam Driver), kills his father 
Han Solo (Harrison Ford). The 
moment was of course foreseen 
and obvious but the reaction 
from the crowd made it feel as if 
everyone had lost that father ﬁ gure 
that could not be replaced. 
This is one of the few surprises 
director JJ Abrams left us with in 
the movie. Another key surprise 
was the reveal that Kylo Ren is 
Ben Solo, the son of Han Solo and 
General Leia Organa (Carrie Fisher). 
The reintroduction of the original 
cast from the original trilogy allowed 
fanatics to “awaken” their excitement 
for another Star Wars ﬁ lm. 
There are six total ﬁ lms in the 
Star Wars universe before the new 
seventh ﬁ lm.
The original three brought fans 
to joy however not much could 
be said about the prequel ﬁ lms, 
which explains how fans are ﬁ nally 
getting the ﬁ lm they have always 
wanted to see. 
The ﬁ lm brought nostalgic 
moments throughout with the 
reveal of the Millennium Falcon 
when new characters Finn (John 
Boyega) and Rey (Daisy Ridley), 
discover the famous spaceship. 
Abrams followed a too familiar 
path after essentially copying the 
fourth ﬁ lm “A New Hope” when 
we are introduced to a droid who 
has important information, a new 
“Death Star” called “Starkiller Base” 
and the new threat that the galaxy 
must overcome. 
Although the ﬁ lm had several 
obstacles to overcome, it delivered 
in terms of creating a fun and 
familiar environment. The ﬁ lm was 
almost step by step with the fourth 
ﬁ lm but added its own twist to the 
Star Wars universe. 
Ridley, Boyega and Driver ﬁ lled the 
shoes of characters that fans could 
grow to love. Mystery surrounded 
each character building up to the 
release but each persona grew as 
the movie progressed.
Boyega stood out to be the comedic 
hero of the ﬁ lm, always cracking 
jokes and presenting opportunities 
for possibly becoming the love 
interest for Ridleyʼs character. 
Of course we cannot leave BB-8 out 
of the conversation, the loving and 
humorous droid has the potential 
to become as famous if not already 
as R2-D2 
in this new 
era of Star 
Wars ﬁ lms.  
The ﬁ lm 
has been 
out for 
ﬁ ve weeks 
and it is 
continuing 
its success 
in the box 
oﬃ  ce. The 
ﬁ lm has set 
box oﬃ  ce 
r e c o r d s 
b o t h 
worldwide and domestically. 
Among those records shattered, it 
has become the number one movie 
domestically in the United States 
after taking down previous box 
oﬃ  ce champion Jurassic World, 
which opened last summer. Star 
Wars has $879 million and counting, 
according to Box Oﬃ  ce Mojo. 
It has brought Disney, who bought 
Lucasﬁ lm in 2012, a worldwide 
smashing number of 1.9 billion 
dollars and the ﬁ lm currently sits 
behind Titanic and Avatar as top 
box oﬃ  ce ﬁ lms worldwide. 
This success cannot be the end of 
it all, of course from the beginning, 
when Disney announced it was 
making a new Star Wars ﬁ lm it was 
shared that the ﬁ lm would be one 
part of another trilogy.  
When the original trilogy came 
out each ﬁ lm had a three year gap 
between when they were released. 
With the announcement of Episode 
VIII coming out on Dec. 15, 2017, we 
no longer have to endure the wait 
with the ﬁ lm coming out next year. 
Abrams had to cover 30 years and 
bring it all together in the two hour 
window it had to explain where 
the galaxy 
was when the 
Empire had 
fell in Epi-
sode VI. 
The ﬁ lm did 
seem a little 
rushed but 
it still left us 
with a lot of 
q u e s t i o n s . 
Rey is still 
an unknown 
c h a r a c t e r , 
Luke only ap-
peared for 
one scene at 
the very end and we were left won-
dering who supreme leader Snoke 
could potentially be. 
We were also left with excitement, 
the possibility of seeing a poten-
tial Sith Lord in Snoke (Andy Serkis) 
going up against Luke Skywalker 
(Mark Hamill) is a dream come true 
for a fanatic. 
The restructuring of Kylo Renʼs 
persona is also interesting to keep 
an eye out for now that he has killed 
his father. The completion of his 
training by Snoke when the eighth 
ﬁ lm comes around will be some-
thing to look forward to as well.
The introduction of new characters 
along with receiving the nostalgia 
with old characters made Star Wars 
The Force Awakens one of the top 
Star Wars ﬁ lms to be made. 
One can only wonder what Dis-
ney has in store for the franchise 
after its huge success. Episode VIII 
couldnʼt come any sooner.
The Force has awakened once again
By Jovanni Arroyo-Camberos
Executive editor
 Follow Jovanni Arroyo-Camberos  
 on Twitter @Jovanniarroyo10
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The bandwagon eﬀ ect can alienate any core fan 
base and sometimes it is a necessary evil to get 
your way but that evil is not worth it. The band-
wagon eﬀ ect needs to stop.
Part of any hardcore fan lifestyle is prided on 
being an outcast from mainstream society and 
ﬁ nding a place among like minded 
individuals where they can 
gather and talk about 
things no one else 
under- stands.
On May 5, 1977, Star 
Wars hit theaters 
and blew away 
moviego- ers across the 
nation. From that ﬁ rst trademark 
screen crawl to that ﬁ nal scrolling credit, Star Wars 
changed the lives of many moviegoers.
Since then, there has been a strong niche Star 
Wars fan base which prides itself on Star Wars 
trivia, factoids and collectibles. Every few years, 
another Star Wars movie is released and Star Wars 
mania sweeps the nation.
Everyone becomes a Star Wars fan and the pretty 
BY Kato Guzman
Staff Writer
Dear Readers,
Welcome to a new semester!
Itʼs 2016. Which means itʼs been 10 
years since Zinedine Zidaneʼs famous 
head butt at the 2006 World Cup. Barack 
Obama was elected as the ﬁ rst African-
American president eight years ago and 
15 years ago the world stood in despair 
watching United 175 crash into the sec-
ond tower of the World Trade Center.  
These events and more have contrib-
uted toward our growth as individuals 
and we have all experienced these events 
together.
Now in 2016 we are faced with the 
reality of the future. We now have hov-
erboards that explode, we are entering 
an election year that proves democracy 
works because Donald Trump is running 
and the Bay Area is ﬁ nally getting an an-
other Super Bowl since 1985.
This year is a new beginning. The Spar-
tan Daily has completed half the cycle 
of the school year and we are excited to 
bring news that connects with students, 
faculty and staﬀ .
The Spartan Daily is also expanding its 
presence on social media and with that 
we are introducing our new Snapchat ac-
count. Technology has become a thing of 
our lives and with the popularity of Snap-
chat you can expect more news through 
our social media.
This semester is the beginning of the 
election year, you can expect more arti-
cles that focus on each candidate and the 
race to becoming the next President of 
the United States. We will also be closely 
covering the Associated Students elec-
tions happening this semester.
We are also beginning a more indepth 
look at the lives of diﬀ erent students 
around campus, including following the 
lives of student athletes, commuters and 
undocumented students.
Last semester, in our last issue we ran 
an editorial that addressed the concerns 
of the continuation of a daily print ver-
sion of the Spartan Daily. 
As of now, we will continue publishing 
every Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 
throughout the semester.
What we expect from you is feedback. 
We are always open for constructive criti-
cism in the form of letters to the editors 
or if you read something that entices you, 
share your insight.
Enjoy your semester, pick up a copy of 
the Daily and donʼt forget to vote!
Welcome back Spartan Daily readers
girl from class who once ridiculed someone for 
quoting Yoda is posting on Facebook threatening 
people with deletion if they spoil The Force Awak-
ens because it suddenly means the world to her. 
The herd stampedes and people like this follow.
This loss of identity leaves many lifelong fans 
criticizing the mainstream populace because of 
their alienation. Luckily for them as the media 
frenzy dissipates, their lives return to normal and 
no one will know anything about Star Wars until 
the next installment.
The unfortunate ﬂ ipside to this situation is that 
if there was no hype for the herds to follow, the 
movie may not even be made. “The Force Awak-
ens” steamrolled box oﬃ  ce competition becoming 
the fastest movie to reach $1 billion, according 
to Cinemablend. This would never have been the 
case if it werenʼt for those pesky bandwagon fans 
and now Star Wars is willing to give fans more of 
what they want. This bandwagon eﬀ ect is a prime 
example of a herd mentality. 
That double-edged lightsaber can even work in 
favor of unfavorable candidates. A paper published 
by Stanford researchers called Public Opinion polls 
a “self-fulﬁ lling prophecy.” The writers, David 
Rothschild and Neil Malhotra, suggest that when 
polls are conducted people often fear being wrong 
so they pick whichever candidate is already ahead.
If a leading poll is reported but incorrect, that 
may suddenly become the leading poll in real life 
as a result of this eﬀ ect.
This might explain why Donald Trump leads in the 
polls every time he makes an outrageous state-
ment. He becomes popular and people bandwagon 
onto the growing trend and polls reﬂ ect this.
The term itself comes from the 1800s when 
circuses would parade through towns on a literal 
bandwagon and crowds would gather to watch.
Politicians jumped in with the popularity of these 
bandwagons and began using it to boost their 
own popularity. The term was coined shortly after 
by P.T. Barnum of Barnum and Bailey.
People are scared to be wrong and follow the 
herd. It seems ﬁ tting that a circus with a clown 
coined the term which explains how Trump man-
aged to lead in polls.
The bandwagon eﬀ ect has more downsides than 
upsides. It would be better to have a society of 
free-thinking and self-realized individuals than 
to have an undeserving politician in oﬃ  ce or one 
more Star Wars trilogy. It sʼ dangerous to follow the 
herd because one day the herd may run oﬀ  the 
side of a cliﬀ .
Follow Kato Guzman @guzmankato
JUMP OFF THE BANDWAGON 
OPINION
Antonio Brown
Wide Receiver, 
Pittsburgh Steelers
9RQWD]H%XUÀFW
Linebacker, 
 Cincinnati Bengals
Brown leaped to make the catch but 
the ball sailed through his hands. As 
KHZDVFRPLQJGRZQ%XU¿FWZDVLQ
position to make the play had the 
ball been caught. However, the ball 
was not caught and Brown received 
a crushing blow to the head.
Flag on the play:
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Playing football is inheritably dangerous, 
there is no denying that. However that doesnʼt 
mean the game can be made safer.
The NFL is under heavy ﬁ re after learning that 
several retired players have developed chronic 
traumatic encephalopathy. In a study by Front-
line, 87 of 91 players tested were found to have 
some form of CTE.
The data may be misleading because only 
brains that were thought to have something 
wrong with them were dissected. 
Nethertheless, it is a shocking number and the 
NFL needs to crack down on players who deliver 
“dirty hits.”
In the ﬁ rst round of the NFL playoﬀ s, Pitts-
burgh Steelers wide receiver Antonio Brown 
was concussed by Cincinnati Bengals linebacker 
Vontaze Burﬁ ct after taking a vicious hit while 
going over the middle of the ﬁ eld.
Burﬁ ct received a three game suspension for his 
actions, and quite frankly he deserves all of it.
He is a repeat oﬀ ender and has been ﬁ ned 
several times before but that still hasnʼt 
stopped him from delivering 
nasty hits.
I under- stand that 
the NFL is a tough and 
brutal game, there 
is no de- nying that, 
but Iʼm sick of play-
ers who clearly look 
like they're intentionally 
trying to hurt someone.
The NFL needs to step up their enforcing 
policies, typically players get ﬁ ned for their 
It is incredibly easy to jump to conclusions 
when watching a football game. You see a dan-
gerous hit on a player and immediately assume 
there was intent to cause pain.
Football is the most scrutinized sport. Whether 
it is because of how often players are being 
hurt, the growing number of concussions or the 
inability of the NFL to handle these issues 
correctly.
A few weeks ago there was a 
highly talked about incident in 
the Wild Card playoﬀ  game be-
tween the Cincinnati Bengals and 
the Pittsburgh Steelers. 
As the Steelers were attempt-
ing to drive down the ﬁ eld to 
make a comeback in the fourth 
quarter, there was one gruesome play 
when Steelers wide receiver Antonio Brown 
leaped to try and catch the ball when Bengals 
defender Vontaze Burﬁ ct came across and hit 
him in the head with his shoulder, giving Brown 
a brutal concussion.
After the play was over, Burﬁ ct was penalized 
for the hit, much to the dismay of the Bengals 
home crowd and their teams sideline. Social 
media posts ﬂ ooded the Internet of people 
saying how Burﬁ ct was trying to intentionally 
injure Brown, how what he did was immoral or 
that he should be suspended for a long time.
What those people do not understand is that the 
hit has been legal in the NFL for sometime until 
the rule was recently changed in the last year. 
However, in the eyes of the everyday viewer, it is 
understandable for people to react as so.
But what people fail to see or understand 
when watching this gruesome hit on their tele-
actions, but clearly that 
isnʼt enough.
Suspending players is 
a great way to ensure 
players are aware of and 
take responsibility for 
their reckless actions.
Just one hit can cause 
a concussion that can 
cause permanent brain 
damage that will forever 
impact a player's life.
As more research shed 
lights on concussions, 
NFL players are coming 
out and speaking about 
their experiences and life 
after football.
Former wide receiver 
Antwaan Randle El has 
The NFL will NEVER be a safe game
The NFL can 
be made safe 
for players
BY Kavin Mistry
Executive Producer
vision is the other side of the story.
Deion Sanders, former 49er player and now 
NFL analyst said it best after the game. “I really 
feel like Burﬁ ct was really trying to avoid this 
hit because the way he held his shoulder in,” 
said Sanders in their postgame show.
When you go back and look at the play from 
the perspective of the defender, he is run-
ning at his top speed at the receiver, assum-
ing that the catch is going to be made. Since 
the ball was not caught, there was nothing 
that Burfict could have done to avoid hitting 
Brown the way he did.
Now, I am not saying that I am okay 
with that hit. I am simply stating that 
the contact that ensued was unavoid-
able.
So, why should he be ﬁ ned and sus-
pended for doing something that was 
out of his control?
If Brown made the catch, Burﬁ ct would 
have hit him in the arm or stomach and we 
would not even be discussing this.
There is a ﬁ ne line between blatant intent to 
hurt or injure a player, and being unable to stop 
yourself going full speed at someone.
This is not the only example. The most com-
monly penalized play for a defender stems from 
their inability to stop themselves when they hit 
a quarterback a second or two after he releases 
the ball.
There is no way that a player running full 
speed to sack a quarterback can stop in his 
tracks when the quarterback releases the 
ball if he is a step or two away from him, it is 
physically impossible.
In 2010, in a study done by SB Nation, there 
were 84 penalty ﬂ ags thrown for “roughing the 
passer,” which was a signiﬁ cant increase from 
the 69 in 2009.
Many might wonder why the NFL has not 
looked into changing these rules, but there is 
nothing they are going to do to stop penalties 
from being thrown on these plays.
In fact, these penalties for unnecessary rough-
ness or hit on a defenseless receiver have only 
started to become called more often by NFL of-
ﬁ cials because the league controls the game.
Football is no longer the same as it used to be. 
It took a while for me to understand how this is 
true, until I took a step back and looked at how 
the NFL has been handling injuries in football.
Ever notice how ever since concussions have 
become a big problem in the NFL that the com-
missioner, Roger Goodell keeps saying that the 
league is trying to become safer?
That is a fat lie and a joke.
Football is inherently a dangerous sport, the 
mere nature of how the game is played makes 
it unsafe to anyone who puts on pads and takes 
the ﬁ eld. For Goodell to come out and say that 
the league is doing what it can to make the 
game safer is his way of brainwashing all fans 
into thinking that having oﬃ  cials ﬂ ag plays that 
seem “dirty” to the fans eyes will lead them to 
believe that they care.
When in reality, all the NFL is doing is trying 
to save its image. Letʼs face it, it is no secret 
that more players are deciding to retire now at 
a younger age because of the fear of the inju-
ries that come along with playing the sport and 
Goodell knows that.
The NFL is trying to use ﬂ ags as band aids to 
try and cover up their injury problems.
Fans of the game need to understand this and 
not continue to be brainwashed into believing 
everything that comes out of Goodellʼs mouth.
Football is not a safe and it never will be.
Follow Kavin Mistry @kavinm95
BY Dakotah Zabroski
Opinion Editor
come out and admitted that he would have 
changed how he acted out his career with the 
knowledge he knows now.
"Having knowledge and understanding now 
the repercussions of brain injuries and con-
cussions, I would've did it diﬀ erently when it 
comes to playing the game of football and un-
derstanding, 'I took a hit, I'm not feeling quite 
right, I need to come out,'" said Randle El in an 
interview with Dan Patrick.
Sure you can argue that you should let them 
play and “boys will be boys,” but is putting 
people's well-being in danger really worth our 
entertainment?
Players are taking their own lives because 
they canʼt deal with the pain that head trauma 
has caused them. Former NFL players Dave 
Duerson, Ray Easterling and Junior Seau have 
all taken their lives in the past four years and 
all had CTE.
CTE is being found in players as young as 
27. Thatʼs just a few years older than most of 
us at SJSU, just to put into perspective how 
young that is.
Former Giants safety Tyler Sash suﬀ ered at 
least ﬁ ve concussions over his career, so it was 
no surprise to me that researchers found high 
levels of CTE when he passed away at 27.
Iʼm not saying the NFL should be banned, 
because the reality is the NFL is here to stay. Iʼll 
even admit that I look forward to Sundays so 
I can sit on my couch, open a brew and watch 
some football.
However, players need to be held way more re-
sponsible for their actions. A ﬁ ve second play can 
impact a player sʼ whole life. 
The NFL needs to protect its players like they do 
with quarterbacks.
The league actually got something right by sus-
pending Burﬁ ct for three games. 
Iʼm willing to bet he lʼl think twice before deliver-
ing a nasty blow.
Most athletes love what they do so they hate 
missing gametime, suspending players from 
games is the only way to get the point across.
The NFL needs to realize that basic human 
decency and human health is far more valuable 
than money.
 Until the league wakes up and realizes this 
there will always be a concussion problem.
Follow Dakotah Zabroski @dakotahzabroski
Inforgraphic by Kavin Mistry
Th e Spartan Daily is printed on recycled 
paper. Please recycle this copy when you 
are fi nished reading. 
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While many Spartans enjoyed 
their break, Spartan athletes were 
working hard during the holidays, 
and these are the top events you 
missed.
The Spartan football team partic-
ipated in its ﬁ rst Bowl game since 
their 2012 Military Bowl victory.
This time around, the Spartans 
defeated the Georgia State Pan-
thers 27-16. Kenny Potter threw 
for a touchdown and rushed for 
another as he helped the Spartans 
overcome a 16-13 deﬁ cit in the 
fourth quarter, earning the gameʼs 
MVP honors. 
Spartan running back Tyler Ervin 
rushed for 132 yards, ﬁ nishing the 
year with 1,601 total rushing yards.
With the Cure Bowl victory, the 
Spartans ﬁ nished with a 6-7 re-
cord, and earned their ﬁ rst trip 
back to the postseason since 2012.
Shifting towards the court, the 
womenʼs basketball team has had 
an up and down showing this past 
month. After ending the year with 
a victory and winning three of its 
ﬁ rst four games in 2016, the Spar-
tans have dropped their previous 
three games, two of which were by 
less than six points. 
As of the teamʼs most recent loss 
to New Mexico, Riana Byrd is 22 
points and 56 rebounds away from 
reaching 1,000 in each category 
for her collegiate career, which 
would make her the second Spar-
tan womenʼs basketball player to 
do so.
The Spartans now have a 6-13 
overall record and are 4-4 
against teams in the Mountain 
West Conference.
The SJSU menʼs basketball team 
earned its ﬁ rst Mountain West 
Conference win in almost two 
years when they defeated Wyo-
ming 62-55. 
Junior guard Gary Williams Jr. 
led the Spartans with 18 points, 
including six clutch free throws 
at the end of the game to seal the 
win. The Spartans are 6-14 over-
all with a 1-7 conference record 
heading into the start of the new 
semester.
In their second meet of the sea-
son, the womenʼs track and ﬁ eld 
team had a solid showing at the 
Bronco Invitational in Boise, Idaho. 
The team earned ﬁ ve ﬁ rst place 
ﬁ nishes, including two from Cam-
bree Harbaugh.
Harbaugh won the long and 
triple jumps for the Spartans. Also 
winning was Caitlin Wilson in the 
400-meter, Jennifer Beckingham 
in the 1-mile and Makayla Webb in 
the 60-meter hurdles.
At the UC Santa Barbara Winter 
Invite on Jan. 23-24, the water 
polo team split their weekend 
match-ups as they went 2-0 on 
Saturday but dropped two matches 
on Sunday. Rae Lekness led the 
Spartans with two goals in their 
win over UC Irvine, and had three 
more goals in the victory over 
Long Beach State. Goalkeeper Tay-
ler Peters had 10 saves in each of 
the wins. The Spartans now have a 
5-3 record.
The womenʼs gymnastics team 
had a good weekend at Stanford 
on Jan. 24 as they set the 10th 
best bars score in school history.
The Spartans also had a season-
best score of 194.875 but came 
in third behind Stanford and UC 
Berkeley. Maddie Herr and Kaitlin 
Won each ﬁ nished with an all-
around score of 38.275.
While a lot happened over the 
break, thereʼs still plenty of action 
left in the season for these sports.
Follow Nick Avila on Twitter 
@NickVanExelent
Spartans lose late heartbreaker to Rams
By Nick Avila
Staff Writer
Winter recap
Infographic by Kavin Mistry
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Fourth Street Garage
Only $175 for SJSU Students
Spring semester permits are valid January 15 through May 31. 
Permits are available for purchase at the Fourth Street  
and Market & San Pedro Square garage ofﬁces.
Students must provide valid student ID and  
proof of enrollment (minimum 6 units).  
Please bring originals with copies.
For more information, call (408) 794-1090.
Get parking information, directions,  
maps and more at parksj.org
STUDENT 
PARKING 
MADE EASY
8
LOOKING FOR 
A PLACE THAT 
SPECIALIZES IN 
ACUPUNCTURE, 
CUPPING
OR CHINESE 
HERBS?
Look no further then 
LW Clinic Group, Inc. 
We offer many 
different treatments 
to help a variety of 
medical needs, and 
we accept all medical 
insurance. Give us a 
call today!
We Speak Chinese
28 S Abbott Ave 
Milpitas, CA 95035 
(408) 719-1234
www.lwclinicgroup.com
We Offer
Acupuncture
Acupressure Full 
Body Massage 
Cupping Pain
 Management 
Moxa
We Relieve
Low Back Pain / 
Sciatica
Shoulder / Neck 
Pain Headache / 
Migraines Carpal 
Tunnel Syndrome
Tennis Elbow Ar-
thritis Insomnia
And Many Other 
Conditions
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 Number one on Winterʼs Big 3 is Ryan 
Welage. A workhorse, he has started in 17 
of the 20 games playing an average of 28.7 min-
utes per game. Welage is second on the team in 
scoring, with a highlight performance on Jan 16 
against Fresno State, when he put on a show, 
scoring 28 points. He followed it up with a 19 
point feat against Boise State. Welage shoots 
3 pointers exceptionally well for a big-man, 
shooting almost 43 % from behind the arc. As 
of Jan. 26, Welage leads all Mountain West Con-
ference Freshman in made 3 point shots made. 
Along with being able to shoot, he has also 
been a force on the boards, where he matched 
his season high of 10 rebounds twice early on 
in the season. The lanky freshman came to San 
Jose State from Greensburg, Indiana, where he 
attended Greensburg Community High School. 
As promising prospect, Welage will have plenty 
of time to develop as a member of the Spartans. 
  The second star of the winter is the 
talented Miyo Kobayashi. Saturday, 
Jan 23, Miyo and the rest of the San Jose State 
Womenʼs Tennis team were in inside the Univer-
sity of Hawaii Tennis Complex in Honolulu for 
their match against University of Hawaii. Her 
match was the last of six singles matches to ﬁ n-
ish and it would decide the result between the 
Spartans and Rainbow Warriors. The freshman 
from Thailand won her ﬁ rst set, but after losing 
the second, had to recompose herself. With the 
match on her racquet, she came through, for her 
team winning the ﬁ nal set 6-3 to claim the win. 
In the fall, Miyo ﬁ nished with a total record of 
14-9 with an 8-4 record in singles matches. The 
match in Hawaii marked Kobayashiʼs ﬁ rst colle-
giate dual match and she handled it the best way 
she could  The rest of the season looks bright 
for Kobayashi. 
 Third in the Big 3 is Dezz Ra-
mos, point guard of the basket-
ball team. A junior transfer from Weber State 
in Utah, she has played in 18 of 19 possible 
games this season while including starting in 
14 of those.  Ramos averages 30.3 minutes per 
game while leading her team in scoring by a 
solid amount averaging 19.3 points, more than 
7 more points than the next closest. Most of the 
Spartans oﬀ ense is created or run through Ra-
mos. Of the 19 games that the team has played, 
Ramos either led or tied her team for the scor-
ing lead in 14 of them. The pinnacle of her of-
fensive performances this season came against 
in a game at Wyoming University on Jan 13, she 
scored 26 points, also recording 2 steals. What 
separates Ramos is she is not a one dimension-
al player. She has set and matched her season 
high of assists on three separate occasions this 
season, the most recent coming against Boise 
State on Jan. 20 when she recorded 7 assists. 
Her skills are on display in every game and she 
has the stats to back it up.
Follow Ryan Vermont on twitter @Your_Pal_Ryan
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Spartan three stars of the winter
By Ryan Vermont
Staff Writer
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Spartans break drought
Photo by Kavin Mistry
The menʼs basketball team was victorious against Wyoming 
(62-55) on Jan. 1. The victory was their ﬁ rst conferance win in 
nearly two years.
